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• The structure, content and assessment of GCSE Geography

• Changes to Paper 3 – 2021 only (familiar vs unfamiliar fieldwork)

• Command words 

• Exam technique – how to succeed with the 8-mark questions

• Pink Sheets and Revision Guides – targeting areas of weakness

What are we going to cover?
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Specification Overview

Geography A: Geographical Themes and Challenges

Paper1: The Physical 
Environment

Paper 2: The Human 
Environment

Paper 3: Geographical 
Investigations

Content 
overview

The changing landscapes 
of the UK
Two studies from three UK 
landscapes: coastal, river or 
glaciated landscapes

Weather hazards and 
climate change
Two studies, one of tropical 
cyclones and one of drought

Ecosystems, biodiversity 
and management
Two studies, one of tropical 
rainforests and one of 
deciduous woodlands

Changing cities
Case studies of one major 
UK city and one city in a 
developing or emerging 
country

Global development
Case study of a developing 
or emerging country

Resource management
A study of energy or water

Fieldwork

UK Challenges
A study drawing across 
knowledge and 
understanding from The 
Physical Environment and 
The Human Environment 
relating to four key 
challenges facing the UK: 
• resource consumption and 

environmental 
sustainability 

• settlement, population and 
economic

• landscape 
• climate change

Assessment 
overview

37.5%; 94 marks
1 hour 30 minutes exam

37.5%; 94 marks
1 hour 30 minutes exam

25%; 64 marks
1 hour 30 minutes exam



4

Assessment Overview
Content Total 

marks 
Suggested Time 
(minutes)

Max. mark tariff

PAPER 1: The Physical Environment

Section A: The changing landscapes of the UK 30 30 2 x 8 marks

Section B: Weather hazards and climate 
change

30 30 1 x 8 marks

Section C: Ecosystems, biodiversity and 
management

34 30 1 x 8 marks plus 4 
SPGST marks

PAPER 2: The Human Environment

Section A: Changing cities 30 30 1 x 8 marks

Section B: Global development 30 30 1 x 8 marks

Section C: Resource management 34 30 1 x 8 marks plus 4 
SPGST marks

PAPER 3: Fieldwork and UK Challenges

Section A: Geographical Investigations –
physical 

18 
(10 in 2021)

20 1 x 8 marks

Section B: Geographical Investigations –
human

18
(10 in 2021)

20 1 x 8 marks

Section C: UK Challenges 28 35 1 x 12 marks plus 4 
marks of SPGST



Familiar Unfamiliar

Students will need to 
answer QS about their 

own fieldwork 
experience in both the 

human and physical 
environment.

Questions on any part 
of the enquiry process 

can be asked. All 
questions will only 

target AO3 and AO4

Students will need to 
answer questions 
based around an 

unfamiliar fieldwork 
scenario presented in 
the exam, in both the 
human and physical 

environment.
Questions on any part 
of the enquiry process 

can be asked. All 
questions will only 

target AO3 and AO4



Familiar Unfamiliar



Command Words



• Focus on the command word in the question

• Ensure that you are familiar with key geographical terms

• Develop the ‘chain of explanation’ using link phrases (e.g. ‘this leads 
to’ or ‘this means that’)

• Be aware that ‘Examine’ questions require you to extract 
information from the resource and use this material to answer the 
question

• ‘Assess’ and ‘Evaluate’ questions require you write a conclusion that 
provides your opinion about which factor(s) is the most important, 
whether the advantages outweigh the disadvantages etc.

Exam technique – how to succeed with the 8-mark questions



Exam technique – some strategies to try?











https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Secondary/Geography/14-
16/EdexcelGeographyGCSESpecificationA2016/buy/buy.aspx

The Revision Guide and Revision Workbook

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Secondary/Geography/14-16/EdexcelGeographyGCSESpecificationA2016/buy/buy.aspx

